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Me Dean Pun 
Tax ſituation in which providence hath 
| placed me at this inſtant, is more affect ing 
and painful than I have words to expreſs. When 
I look around this ſable- arrayed place of worſhip, 
and this ſorrowful aſſembly, I behold a weeping 
family, lamenting the loſs of one of the tendereſt 
fathers, and that a repetition of the ſtroke, ina 
few months, by which one of the tendereſt mo- 
thers was removed from them.—I ſee a church 
mourning for a moſt affectionate paſtor, whoſe 


| long intercourſe with them had made him to de 


regarded as a father. in Iſrael, an whoſe con- 
tinued preſence ſeemed eſſential to their proſpe- : 
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of the be apoſtle... — 8 


(an 


rity. I ſec a congregation (a ſmall repreſenta- 


tion of a more extenſive circle) regretting the 


departure from earth, of a character ſo ſignally 
ornamental, ſo highly venerable, fo diſtinguiſh- 
edly uſeful. And when I turn into my own 
heart—alas! I alſo in him have loſt a father, the 
guide and guardian of my youth, the ſteady, 


 ſympathizing friend and counſellor of my. riper 


years. Thus circumftanced; your own feelings 


vill make you judges of my ſenſations. Let me 


add, that it requires ſuperior abilities to ſpeak 
adequate to the.prefent. occaſion, to do juſtice to 


a reputation of ſuch acknowledged, ſuch public 


eminence, as that of Dr. STENNETT. But I have 


no doubt of your conſideration and candor, faint 


as: the ſketch may be, and therefore with the leſs 


| heſitation I proceed. 


As the direction of divine truth is to be bol. 
towers, 0 of them, who have had the rule over us, 


: and who haye ſpoken the word of God unto us, 


my defire i is to repreſent to you the ſublime prin- 
ciples which, under the exerciſe of grace, actu- 


. ate the chriſtian's heart, and the noble effects. 
which they will produce i in his conduct, I can- 
not recollect any words. better adapted to my 


deſign, or more characteriſtic of the temper and 
practice of your cee paſtor, than thoſe 


= Joun, 
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x. Jon ii 16. 
HerEBY PERCEIVE WE THE LOVE of God, BE- 
CAUSE HE LAID, DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US, AND 
WR OUGHT TO LAY DOWN Our LIVES FOR THE 


| GELE-L LOVE hath that a influencd 
over the generality of people, that ſome wri- 
ters of a ſpeculative and philoſophic turn, have 


reſolved all the exertions of the benevolent heart, 


into that one ſtimulus; arguing thus, that the 
_ pleaſure which ariſes from relieving diſtreſs and 
doing good, is the object on which the mind 
_ terminates, and its ſole impulſe to humane and 


generous undertakings, If this inſinuation be 


thrown out to depreciate the work of God's 
hands, it may be replied, that it is not an un- 
amiable view e the ſoul of man, as the offspring 
of the Moſt High, that, like its great original, 
it does good merely for the pleaſure of doing it. 
But if it be meant to infinuate, that there is no 
real generoſity or diſintereſtedneſs in the world, 

I hope experience will contradict that notion; 
and I think I can make a diſtinction between 
being benevolent, from the gratification the heart 
feels in-it, and that narrow, baſe and ſordid diſ- 
poſition, we uſually term Selfi/hneſs, which ſeeks 
no one's comfort or advantage bur i N Pre- 
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valent as the ſway of this corrupt principle may | 


be in the world, yet Paul ſuppoſes it poſſible, 


that © for a good man ſome would even dare to 


„ die*.” And there is that beſt, that moſt 
- generous of excitements, in the glorious goſpel of 
the grace of God, which, if underſtood and ex- 
perienced in the mind, will lay the axe to the 
root of every ſelfiſh paſſion, raiſe the ſoul above 


_ worldly and mercenary tempers, teach it to find 


life in loſing it, and to make up its happineſs i in 
following Chriſt, poſſeſſing his ſpirit, and walk- 
ing as he walked, though to take up the croſs 


may be an appendage to the duty, What thoſe 


conſiderations are, I am now to attempt an illuſ- 
tration of, from the words of my text, wherein 
the writer, while he contraſts the love of the 

brethren with hatred of them, and indifference 
about their welfare, moſt ingenioufly drops an 
hint, concerning the ground, or moving cauſe of 


that love, perſuaded that if profeſſing chriſtians, 


in that or future ages, were converſant with its 
origin, and drank of the fountain of life, it 
, would give birth to the nobleſt affections, and 
ſtrike them with the impoſſibility of taſting that 
the Lord is gracious, but the ſtream muſt over- 
flow their ſouls, and extend itſelf—if to the 
workd 1 in * more eſpecially to the cauſe of 


A * Rom. v. To Lo it 


* 


tas 


Chriſt, and to thids that were one with them in 
the bonds of the goſpel, © Hereby perceive we 
e the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life 
*« for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren; even as his brother Paul, 
for the enforcement of the duty of benevolence, 
wrote to the Corinthians, Ye know the grace 
« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was 
« rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that 
*« ye through his poverty might be rich*.” From 


hence then we learn, that the clearer our ideas 


are, and the higher opinien we entertain of the 
love of God to us, the more it will expand our 
hearts, and provoke us to love and to good 
works. Of courſe whatever aims at lowering or 
diminiſhing our ſenſe of obligation to that love, 
does in the ſame proportion tend to deaden that 
_ affection, which of all others brings the ſoul 
neareſt to God, and moſt reſembles him. Now 
« abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe three t; 
the latter the moſt excellent of them all, the two 


former ſubſervient to it, exhibiting the bright 


objects of our belief, confirming our comfort of 
' Intereſt in them, and thereby inflaming ous 


minds with love, Our defects in the exerciſe of : 


*this heavenly frame, ariſe from the darkneſs and 


depravity of our nature, the ſtrength of unbelief _ 
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the conſequent imperfection of our faith, * the 


= with which earthly things ftrike and attach 


But when that which is perfect is come, 
Shad faith and hope are done away, rather are 


exchanged for the bleſſed viſion of our God and 
- Redeemer, this love will burn pure and uninter- 
rupted, for we ſhall ſee as we are ſeen, and know 


even as we are known. How it animated and 


with what luſtre it dignified the patterns of pri- 
. mitive chriſtianity, and the confeſſors and mar- 


tyrs of later ages, let ſcripture and other records 
teach us. One flame pervaded every breaſt, and 


the effects in all were ſimilar. As the reſidue of 
the ſpirit is with God, and his truths are ſtill the 
fame ſtill retain their eſſential and actuating 
qualities, why may we not ſuppoſe them to be as 


efficacious in our age as formerly? Yes. There 


are not wanting ſome bright examples of the 
kind among us, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come, that ſerve as witneſſes for God, 
and teſtimonies to the glory of his grace, though 
they ſhine as a few thinly ſcattered lights in a 
dark atmoſphere. May the explanation I am 


now to give encreaſe their number llt will not 
be expected in a diſcourſe of this nature, that 1 


mould enter into the queſtion of the extent of 


Chriſt's redemption. The apoſtle no doubt in 


| the * Us, included himſelf and all Who 
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were at that time, or ſhould afterwards, become | 


grace of God. Wit 1 ke } is to ſpeak 
. Of the love ſaid to be perceived; 
II. Of the perception of it; and _ 
III. Of that one grand evidence of this f per- = 
ception which is here pointed out to us. Z 


I. The deſcription given of this love leads c our | 
_ reflections to the Being who ſhewed it—the man- 
ner in which it was ſhewn—and the reaſons | 
aſſigned for it. \Y 
1. The Being who ſhewed this loa! is God. 
As the ſubject treated of relates to that af. 7 

fection, which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has diſ- 
covered for the human race, in bringing his 

| ſalvation into the world, I am aware, and do 
not mean to conceal it, that the word God is Not 
in our common Greek teſtaments, but is an in- 
ſertion of our tranſlators. Vet there is certainly 
a neceſſity of ſome inſertion, if we would make 
ſenſe. of the paſſage. For otherwiſe, though 


>. * 


the relative indicates an antecedent, there would 


be no antecedent for it to refer to. That the 
antecedent God is alfo a proper inſertion, I am 


induced to conclude; from the authority. of one - 


or more reſpectable manuſcripts, beſides a ya- 
- riety of ancient tranſlations, which have it. We 
_— Ce believe, 


E 


| believe, likewiſe, from the a of other parts 
of the divine word, that the Being who is therein 


declared to have laid down his life for us, was, in a 


ſenſe, the © true God , the © living God tf,” 


the mighty God . che © almighty$,” © who i 8 - 


ve being in the form of God thought it not rob- 
* bery to be equal with God , and who when 
he came into this world was, in that ſtate of hu- 
miliation, eſteemed as that exalted perfonage, 
.** whoſe throne is for ever and ever, and whom 
ec the angels worſhipped as God he 8 But what 
is more directly to the point, there appears to 
be that authority from the context for the in- 
fertion, that is deciſive in its juſtification. In 
the firſt verſe the apoſtle exclaims, © Behold 
_* what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed 
% upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 
« God. Therefore the world knoweth us not, 
| * becauſe it knew him not.” Knew not whom? 
knew not God. The fame Being is ſpoken of 
tn the ſecond verſe, ** Beloved, now are we the 
* ;fons of God; and it doth not yet appear what 
* we ſhall be, but we know that when' he ſhall 
appear we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee 


de him as he is. —When who ſhall appear? 


As the reference is to the ſoma. coming of 
r Ichn v. 20. + Hebo , | 1 1 l. 6. 


* 


Rv. i. 8s. I Phil. ii. 56. ** Heb, l. 6 . 


0 9 The 
T Chriſt, he is God who is then to appear, and 

then to be ſeen. More expreſsly is it intimated 
of the ſame Being, in the fifth verſe, te that he 
c Was manifeſted to take away our fin,” a clauſe 


that can only be applied to our Saviour Jeſus. _ 


And if in the eighth verſe he is ſtiled the © Son 
of God,” that diſtinction doth not, more or 


" ſet aſide the proof we have, that all the 


attributes peculiar to Deity, do in as ſtrict a 
ſenſe reſide in the Son as in the Father. There 
uas a propriety therefore in this inſertion ; nor : 
can we, taking it in connexion with the other 
paſſages recited, form an opinion of our Lord 


and Redeemer, as inferior to God, the only be- 8 


gotten Son of God, the very brightneſs of his 
Father's glory, the full and expreſs image of his 
perſon, Neither is it without reaſon that we | 
are tenacious of this doctrine, becauſe of the 


. neceſſity we conceive there is in it to our com- 


fort in life, and in the hour of death, and be- 
cauſe the higher our views are of the Being from 
whom this love hath proceeded, the more it ag- 
grandizes the great ſubject of ſalvation, the more 
it charms and delights the ſoul; yea, winds up 
The believing mind to aſtoniſhment, to rapture, 
to joy unſpeakable and full of glory, What 
elevated thoughts had your late honoured paſtor 
of this object of his confidence and adoration, 


when 


1. 6180 
vhen in * laſt hours he thus expreſſed himſelf, 
* His name is as ointment poured forth. O! 
He is the chief among ten thouſand, and alto- 
* gether lovely. But who can teſtify ſufficiently 
of his love? Love! Not ofa man like ourfelves— 
| Compaſſion ! ! Not of an carthly monarch, how- 
ever capable or condeſcending. —Afﬀection! Not 
of an angel or ſuperangelic ſpirit, but of God.— 
God the great, the ever bleſſed God the mighty 
and majeftic—the lofty One who inhabiteth eter- 
nity, and whoſe name is holy—who created and 
who upholds all things by the word of his 
 power—God who is good unto all, and whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works—the eter- 
nal Son of God hath humbled himſelf to ſhew 
that peculiar regard for us ſinners, which is here 
termed love. What motive could a Being ſo 
abfolutely independent have to this ſtoop of him- 
ſelf, except what aroſe from his mere good will? 
ſurely none. Vet further to enlarge our ideas of 


this love, let us enquire, 
2. Into the manner in which it was diſplayed, 


God laid down his life for us. 


It becomes us to ſpeak with modeſty. upon 
that which relates to God, and more particularly 
to his nature and perfections. If there are fo 
many inſcrutable topics in the works of cre- | 
ation * 3 can we wonder that the 

5 higher 8 


. 1 7 
higher we go, the nearer we approach to Deity, 
the more our conceptions are loſt, and we cannot 
find him out. Here then our duty is to be ſilent 
and believe; and he that will give credit no further 
than he is able to comprehend, is in a fair way 
to diſbelieve every thing, and to doubt of his 
own exiſtence. The doctrine in my text is a 
truth, for the knowledge of which we are ſolely 
indebted to divine revelation; it depends en- 
tirely upon the authenticity of that ſource of 
information, and the fact of its being contained 
in it; and theſe admitted, we act wrong if we 
go into any deeper inveſtigation. ** Search the 
« ſcriptures,” ſaid our Lord, © for they are they | 
. that teſtify of me Ren ma the bible 
: inſtructs us, ; | 

- Firſt, That thus to 15 down his life, 8 
not imply any mutation in that Being, “with 
« whom is no variableneſs, nor any ſhadow of 


„ turning r; but that he took into union with 


himſelf, a life which could be laid down, we 
may ſafely confeſs our ignorance, as to the mode 
of his inveſtiture with that life. It is ſufficient 
for all the purpoſes of religion and practical god- 


lineſs to learn, that he did ſo- that the word., 


* which was God, took rel and dwelt among 
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te us . God ſent forth his "WY made of 


cc a woman, made under the law T that he 


was born into this world, and lived upon this 


earth and that all the glories of the Godhead 
were ſo cloſely concentrated i in him, that their 


luſtre ſhone through every part of his life, and 
added majeſty and efficacy to all his actions. 


When he walked upon the water—when the 
winds and ſeas obeyed his voice—when diſcaſes 
and death fled before him, and devils, though | 
reluctant, were ſubject to him, what unpreju- 


| _ diced ſpectator vould have heſitated in the con- 


feſſion, * Truly this is the Son of God?“ — But 


I forbear. My deſign is rather to ſpeak, 
- Secondly, Of his laying down his life, —And 
was not every one of thoſe days he ſpent in the 


| fleſh, devoted to the unremitted exerciſe of righ- 
teouſneſs and uſefulneſs? Not a moment was 


waſted in matters impertinent or unintereſting. 


He went about doing good, healing all kinds of ; 


maladies, preaching the goſpel of the kingdom, 
inſtructing the ignorant, meekly accommodating 


| himſelf to the capacities of the rude and he: 
learned, bearing with their prejudices, and de- 
claring the things which concerned their ever- 
| laſting peace. Not a converſation in public or 
| private, but was fraught with doctrine; z not a 


* Jin, x 1. he: 8 5 04. . 4. . 
1 . mifacle 


7 
32 
8 


* > 


E 


miracle or providential event, but gave bim oc - 
caſion for ſpiritual improvement. Haſt thou 
not known,“ (ſaid the two diſciples, as they 
vent to Emmaus, unconſcious to whom they 
| ſpoke, © Haſt thou not known) concerning Je- 
_ & ſus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word, before God and all the 
„ ?” —Bur the meaning yet more di- 


rectly conveyed i is, that he came into the world, 


to make voluntary ſacrifice of His life. Him- 5 
ſelf hath aſſured us, that no man took his life 


« from him; he had power to lay it down, and 
he had power to take it again t; but he made 
his very ſoul a free-will offering. Accordingly, 


he aſſumed our nature in thoſe circumſtances of 
meanneſs and penury, that affliction met him at 


his entrance into the world, nor left him until 


be quitted it. He travelled through life, as 4 


man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief. Po- 
verty and diſtreſs, wearineſs and painfulneſs, 
were his intimate companions. He was deſpiſed 


f and rejected of men. The world knew him not; 
or if it noticed him, it was that the ſhafts of pride, 


envy and malevolence might be levelled at him. 


| His holineſs was traduced—his perſon maltreat= 3 


ed-his doctrine gainfayed—and at length the 
Zragical ſcene was cloſed, by a cataſtrophe the 
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_ awful imaginable. He was betrayed into 
the hands of cruel and unreaſonable men, and by 

e them was ſet at nought, crucified and lain. 
Nor only did earth vent its rage againſt him, but 
heaven ſeemed to join in the conſpiracy. Wit- 

_ -. neſs the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he ſweat as it 
+ were great drops of blood, falling. down to the 
ground. Witneſs the thick darkneſs, the horror 


which abſorbed him, when ſuſpended upon the 


croſs.Witneſs the heart - rending cry. Mx 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me“? 
But to all this and more he ſurrendered himſelf, 


until in lingering torments he finiſhed his under- 


taking, and gave up the ghoſt. He endured 
l the contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf f. 
« He gave his back to the ſmiters, and his 
«* cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; and 
* hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting . 
« For the joy that was ſet before him he en- 
* dured the croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame.” TOO 


xchearſe theſe things to you, is at beſt to recall 


to your minds a little, of what your honoured _ 


paſtor ſo frequently and ſveetly ag upon. 


permit me now, 


3. To enter a little into the 1 the 
text e for this act of love. 


The apoſtle ſays, He laid down! his life 85 us; 


and s the word in this connexion Is well known, 
125 / tt. xvii, | 8 Os” =P Heb, X11, 2. 3. | Iain I, 6. 
r ! 


1 


10 fignify, — or in the room of another, ir 
- intimates that our Lord is not only to be looked 


to, as an example of ſuffering affliction. and of 13 


patience under it, but as a Sulſitutory ſoerifices 
and from hence we learn, : 
Pirſt, That if he had not ſo kindly tail Fe 
5 his life, we muſt in our own perſons haye ſuf-. 
fered death; an obſervation that reminds us of 
the words unwittingly ſpoken by the Jewiſh. 
High-prieſt, © It is expedient that one man 
% ſhould. die for the people, and that che whole 
e nation periſſi not*.” This leads us to aſk 
then, for what ſort of men did the Lord laß 
don his life ? Was it for the good, the pious, 
the virtuous, the amiable, the exemplary, the: - 
uſeful to preſerve thoſe from death, that. were 
an honour to mankind, and the world's greateſt” ._ 
< bleſſing ? Ah! no, — For the ungodly,— for: 
ſinners for enemies to God—for rebels againſt. _ 
| heaven, who had forfeited: every favour—who 
| had drawn down God's judgments; upon their 
. guilty heads, and lay expoſed, to his awful, his 
everlaſting diſpleaſure.—O!_ to read of Chriſt's: 
ſufferings ſimply as an hiſtory, and without ſelf, 
application, is to miſs of the benefits reſulting! _ 
from them. To read of them with profit is to 
have the fellowſhip of thoſe W * in 
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them, as in a glaſs, ro contemplate the imma · 


culate holineſs of God's nature and attributes, 
the inflexibility of his juſtice, the indiſpenſa- 


bleneſs of thoſe ſanctions, which guard his 
Tighteous law, and the danger to which we were 


liable, of wrath and fiery indignation. For WW) 


God laid down his life inſtead of us, we learn, 


as 


' Secondly, That he did in ſome views bear 


ide very puniſhment from which he delivered 
us. And ſo it is written, He bore our fins 
*in his own body on the tree,” and * Chriſt 


mm being” himſelf * made a curſe for us *.” It 


c hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 


is true, that the dignity of his perſon and ſacri- 
ce was ſuch, as to compenſate for the everlaſt- 
ing duration of the puniſhment we had merited. 


It is true alſo; 


that being perfectly holy, the 


ſtings of a guilty conſcience could not faſten 


upon him. 
ings, was there ever ſorrow like unto his ſorrow? 


But when you recount his ſuffer- 


It was not the loſing of life merely, but death 


in its moſt aggravated and tremendous appear- 


| ances. Ah! how was the holy Lamb of God 


worried and torn ! How did it © pleaſe +” the 


Lord to bruiſe his innocent ſoul, and to pur 


him to open ſhame! Who knoweth the power 


ker kl 24. Gul. ago f hi. 10. 
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1 E 
of God's anger, or how wretched that E : 
muſt be, in whoſe miſery Omnipotence finds 


- complacency? Do we not ſee in the ſufferings. 


of our Lord, that if we had been the victims he 
was made, how impoſſible it was that we could 
- have. ſuſtained the fearful ſtrokes of wrath? 
Would not the divine fury have borne us before 
it, and the conſuming fire have without end de- 
voured us? Yea, further, if God laid down his | 
life inſtead of us, then we learn alſo, . 
Thirdly, That no inferior ſacrifice to that | 
would have ſufficed. Had fin been that trifling 
- offence, that the life of an innocent man could 
have expiated it had it been of that compara- 
tively ſmall malignity, that the ſacrifice of an 
angel, or of a million of angels, could have 
atoned for it, would not the eternal Father have 
ſpared his own Son? Would he have delivered 
him up without reſerve? Would he have treated 
as an enemy him in whom he was always well 
pleaſed? Doth it not impreſs our minds with the 
worth of our ſouls, and the infinite heinouſneſs 
of our. tranſgreſſions, that it was requiſite that 
he who is infinitely glorious and honourable, 
| ſhould become of no reputation—be made fin, 
take upon him our ſhame—be accounted an ab- 
| horrence, that as our ſurety he might make ſa- 
tisfaction for us? How lively a comment were 
the Pangs he under went: upon thoſe awful words 
| 6 7: | Kali : 


1 


himſelf uttered, « What ſhall it MOOS a man, 
de if he gain the whole world and loſe his own 
© ſoul? Or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
“ for his ſoul *?** But with this proof he has af- 
forded of his tranſcendent regard, may we not 
add, that God having laid down his life for us, 
Fourthly, There can be no doubt of its com- 
pletely anſwering the bright ends, for which he 
took and reſigned it. Sing, O heavens! for the 
Lord hath done it. Dry up your tears, ye mourn- 
ing ſinners! abate your ſorrows, and be comfort- 
ed, for the Lord hath done it. His own right hand 
and his holy arm haye gotten him the victory. The 
perfection of his obedience reached the ſummit of 
that righteouſneſs by which the law was magni- 
fied; and his death was the ſtrongeſt of all argu- 
ments, that it is eaſier for heaven and earth to 
% paſs, than one tittle of the law to fail . He 
hath put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf Þ; 
8 by one offering for ever perfected them that 
« are ſanctified h, and there is redemption through 


e his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins according to 


Lethe riches of his grace; yea, the blood of 
0 Teſus Chriſt, the Son of God, cleanſeth from 
« all ſin *. In token of its efficacy therefore he 
aroſe from the dead, and entered into his glory. 
And having freely given himſelf — us, he now 


. Matt. xvi. 26. + Luke xvi, 1 7. + Heb. i IX, 2 6 | 
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| lives freely to intercede, and generouſly to beſtow; | 
The church which he purchaſed with his own 
blood, is ſtill the object of his deareſt delight, 
and his regard for it is immutable. The perſon 

and the ſoul of each of his redeemed lie neareſt * 
to his hearr, and the power with which he ſtands 
inveſted, is all made ſubſervient to their trueſt 
. Intereſts. The greateſt of bleſſings is not too 


vaſt, the beſt of bleſſings not too good, for him | 


to pour out upon them. With the liberal grant 
of himſelf, how ſhall he not freely give us all 
things? He lives to carry on his cauſe in the 


world; and with the ſame tenderneſs with which 


he offered up his life for your ſakes, to hear your 
petitions, to provide for your wants, to ſatisfy 
you with the good things of his houſe, and to fill 
his poor with bread. ' O! may all your eyes wait 


upon him, who is inclined as well as able to do 


for you, exceeding abundantly more than you 
can aſk or think. Through this medium the 
apoſtle, with the common conſent of chriſtiang 
in his day, profeſſed to have e e the love 
of God.—And now methinks, | 
IT. You are ready to aſk; Who that heads of 
it but muſt immediately perceive it? Why is not 
the whole world taken up with it ? What can 
engroſs their time and thoughts ſo pleaſantly, ſo 
N ? Yet the hiſtory of human life records, 
e 0 8 that 
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that few there be that find it. "ya of the ſeed | 


of Abraham after the fleſh, our Lord came to his 
own, but his own received him not. Ifthe ob- 


ſcurity of his. ſuppoſed origin, the meanneſs of 


his rank in life, and the diſgrace of a public ex- 
ecution, were to the Fews a ſtumbling block, the 


ſame doctrine of the croſs was 7o the polite Greets 
foolifbneſs*. Their deepeſt reſearches could not 
inform them, how the death of one who ſuffered 


as a malefactor, though innocent, could be the 
wiſdom of God and the power of God, to the juſti- 
fication and ſalvation of multitudes, and there- 
fore. they thought meanly of the counſel of God. 
And ſtill the light ſhineth into darkneſs, but the 


darkniſs comprehendeth it not. Yea, to come 
home to your own conſciences, Do you not re- 


member the time, chriſtians, when you perceived 


not this love? When days, months, and years 
paſſed over your heads, and you knew not God, 
you thought not of his name? When you heard 


the word preached, and the preciouſneſs of Chriſt 


| was not unveiled to you? And do you not ſtill 
. weep over your remaining darkneſs, your igno- 
rance and inſenſibility? Have you not been, ſince 
the removal of your paſtor, in the duſt before God, 
that you retain in your memories ſo few of thoſe 


excellent remarks that gropped from his lips? 2— 


Wa Cor, i i. 24: 
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But whence is it in any refpet otherwiſe with 
you, and that though once blind, now you in any | 
meaſure ſee? This: apoſtle confeſſes how it came 
to paſs in his own caſe, © He hath given us an 
„ und nding that we may know him that is 
true“. Had not that bleſſing been beſtowed, 
John who lay on the bofom of Jeſus, and imbibed 
ſo large a ſhare of the ſame ſpirit, would have 
deen alike ignorant and wicked with others. 
And have you not the conviction within you alſo, 
that God who commanded light to ſhine out 
e "of darkneſs, hath ſhined into your hearts, to 
— the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt +?” Hence you perceived 
your abſolute need of ſucha Saviour Hence you 
diſcerned the glory : and ſuitableneſs of that Sa- 
'viour—Hence you were in ſome degree per- 
ſuaded of his freeneſs and faithfulneſs Hence 
you were drawn to defire, to ſeek, to truſt in him 
. hence to perceive, to form a good hope, 
through grace and founded upon the word of 
truth, that he laid down his life for you—to ſay, 
He loved me, and gave himſelf far me.” It _ 
is alone owing to the-witneſs of God' s ſpirit to 
"a truths, and their powerful application to 
the conſcience, that unbelief and guilty fears ſub- 
| fde—tha the miſgivings'of the mind are huſhed 


2 
* 1 John V. 21. , K 2 Cor. i 1. 1 


1 at : 
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. Faith 3 forth, to receive the divine 
teſtimony, and to lay hold of eternal life, in the 
knowledge of God in Chriſt and that the glo- 
rious fruits of love and likeneſs to God, adorn 
the inward man, and are exemplified in the out- 


ward demeanour, of them 'that are the children 


of God by faith in Chriſt jane. leads 
me to ſpeak, _ 
III. Of that one grand effect, which the 
apoſtle avows this love ought to have upon us 
(and which, he certainly means, its due per- 
ception will have upon them that are endowed 
with it) ** that we mould n our lives 
L for the brethren.” 


| 


Can a man be profitable unto God as a \ wiſe 


man may be profitable unto himſelf, or his 
righteouſneſs profit another man? No. Though 
the breathings of the mind under an experience 
of this love will be, © What ſhall I render untq 

ee the Lord for all his benefits towards me? 
vet our goodneſs extendeth not to him. But 
ſituated as we are, in this world, he hath made 
it neceſſary that men ſhould ſubſiſt, by the mu- 
tual help of one another; and there are thoſe of 
our own ſpecies to whom he more particularly 
turns our attention. He calls them the excellent 
in the earth; he is not aſhamed to denominate 
dem his brethren, yeh the members of his 
5 body, 


5 4 23 by | ZE 
z body, of his fleſh and of his bones, for wie] in 
common with ourſelves he laid down 'his life, 


| whom he has called out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light, and for whom alſo he hath re- 


| ſerved an inheritance among the ſaints ; and he 


thus addreſſes us, © If ye would manifeſt your 
* love to me, in return for what I have done 
« for you, as much as ye do unto the leaſt of theſe 
« my brethren, ye do it unto me; and the 


_ higher ſenſe we have of his love to us, the more 


hearty will be our expreſſions of reſpect for theta 
he loves, by our meekneſs and humility, friend- 
ſhip and familiarity ; by eſteeming others better | 
than ourſelves, and in honour preferring one 
another; by thinking no evil, but forbearing . 
one another in love; by maintaining the unity 
of the ſpirit in Chriſt the bond of peace by 
being kind and tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chriſt's fake hath for- 
given us; by ſympathizing with the diſtreſſed, 
and cheriſhing them under their infirmities ;- | 
in one word, our love to the ſaints will have 
no undue bounds, as the love of our Ggd was 
boundleſs; we ſhall © lay down our lives for 
« the brethren.” 1 muſt obſerve, however, 
that thus to lay down our lives, doth not make it 
our duty to ruſh upon a voluntary death inſtead of 
| W No man hath a —__ right to W Oe 
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of his own life, : at his olenforg than he hath of 


his neighbour's. It is not his property, as the 


- life our Lord took and laid down was his. 


It. is in a qualified ſenſe that we are to under- 
ſtand this clauſe. Ah! who can drink of the 
cup that our Redeemer drank of, or be bap- 
tized with the baptiſm he was baptized with? 
but yet“ if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one another, and our love to bear ſome, 
though a diſproportionate, reſemblance to what 
Chriſt did for us. Let the conduct of thoſe 


worthies that have gone before us ſerve for an 


illuſtration of this remark.— For inſtance, 
When from love to Chriſt, and to be the 


= of calling in his brethren, his apoſtles and 
miniſters have * endured all things for the elects 
* ſakes, that they might obtain the ſalvation which 


« js in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory *,” And 


particularly, when in critital and perſecuting 
ages, they expoſed their lives in preaching the 
goſpel from city to city, and before aſſemblies 
from which they expected ſtrong oppoſition, 
| perhaps death, yea preached boldly, not only 
at the hazard, but in the certain proſpect, that 


finally they muſt offer up their lives, and ſeal the 


truth with their bload. So the apoſtle Paul 


* 2 Tim. ii. 10. 


e after 


1 


bas e aſter the manner, or under the form; of mew, 2B 


- « fought with beaſts at Epheſus * 91725 and to the 


« the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel: of the 


ſame purpoſe he profeſſed, to the elders of the 
' chriſtian church in that place, None of theſe , | 
e things move me, neither count I, my life dear 
« unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 
*. with joy, and the miniſtry I have received of 


A 2 
. 


1 grace of God r.“ Thus alſo he wrote to the 


Philippians, © Yea and if I be offered upon the 


te ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, I joy and 


cc rejoice with you all be! And thus the eulqgy 


15 of the martyrs is ſounded i in the book of Reve- 


lation, They overcame by the blood: of the 


„Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony: 


« and they loved not chin es unto 2 men 


Again, TT nary Stenty 


2. When from Wr * > Chriſt a and and PO | 


their brethren in the goſpel have riſqued their 


own lives, either that they might preſerve the 


brethren from the fury of an enraged: populace 


which would have torn them to pieces l, or when 


they adminiſtered to them in priſon, thopgh 
they were equally liable to be apprehended as 


partners in their ſuppoſed crimes, and were ob- 


noxious to the ſame condemnation. Thus ae 


: 7 Rev, xl. bs: 1 Ads wk I. - 


and 


e ) 
and Priſcilla laid down their necks for the life « of 
Paul *, and the Hebrews are reminded, that they 
had manfully ** endured a great fight of afflictions, 
% partly, whilſt they were made a gazing-ſtock 
ie both by reproaches and afflictions, and partly, 
. © whilſt they became the companions of them | 
ee that were ſo uſed f.“ And why wy oe — 
the like eſtimate be made, 
3. Of thoſe godly people, who in leſs danger- 
ous ſeaſons, or in times of no danger on ac- 
count of religion, have exchanged eaſe and 1 
affluence for toil and hardſhip, animated to this 
- facrifice by the ſame mind that was in Chriſt | 
| Jeſus : Or who have given up worldly prefer- 
ments and honours, for the ſake of a good con- 
"ſcience, and to whom it was the moſt deſirable 
preferment, to be the humble diſciples and ſer- 
vants of the meek and lowly Jeſus.—Private 
_ Chriſtians, whoſe unwearied ſolicitude in the 
cauſe of humanity, found greater attractions in 
the gloom of a priſon and the dungeons of 
_ . wretchedneſs, than in the glitter and luxury of 
a palace; —whoſe health was exhauſted in jour- 
nies acroſs the ocean and acroſs the deſart; 
whoſe life was worn out, in rendering comfort 


>» 
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© 
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Nom. xvi. 4. A + Heb. x. 32, 33. . 
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to the lives of others ® :—and who, if miſery, 
© the fruit of wickedneſs, could thus move their 
compaſſion, would have been incomparably more 
 Canguine in the exerciſe of their benevolence, 2 
| had their charity been directed towards any 
of the houſehold of faith, ſuffering in the 
cauſe of a dying and riſen Redeemer.— Faithful 
miniſters of Chriſt alſo, who have ſpent them 
ſelves and been ſpent, uniformly and vigorouſly, 
in glorifying God and promoting the welfare of 
immortal ſouls, as well as for the temporal relief 
and comfort of multitudes ;>=whoſe main happi- 
| neſs conſiſted in preaching Chriſt and him cruci- 
| fied, holding forth the word of life, warning, 
exhorting, perſuading, if ſo be that by all means, 
with the bleſſing of God, they might ſave ſome; 
faithful to the cauſe of truth and peace;—not 
ſeeking their own things but the rhings of 5 
Chriſt, not their own but another's wealth; . 
Fs laying out themſelves in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
to ſpread abroad the ſweet ſavour of the name of 
| Jeſus, and to ſhew tenderneſs and ſympathy, - 
wherever their preſence or influence reached 7 
whoſe very ſouls breathed good-will towards 
men, and whoſe. lives to their lateſt hour were laid 
out, yea, laid down, in their ſervice. — Mark the 


The benevolent Mr. Howard. "Ws Funeral Diſcourk for | 
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ther, your paſtor, we ſhall ſee it— no more. — 
He is not —for God hath taken him. 
Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death 


* ofhis ſaints. The memory of the juſt is bleſſed ;- 
F and the righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting re- 
et membrance.” The lives and characters of the 


godly are recorded in ſcripture, for our encou- 


' ragement and imitation; the biography of other 


good men has not been without its uſe; and as 


the life of your late paſtor is more particularly 

Intereſting to you, a ſhort memorial of it I know. 
is expected. I defpair indeed of being able to 
: Equal the original; but wherein I fail, your 


own memories n laſtingly N the defici- 


D. SAMUEL fa I need: not inforth | 
you, was the n ſon of Dr. Joſeph Sten- 


5 8 588 Dr. Stennett had an elder brother, Mr. Joſe 70h Hes — 


was paſtor of the Baptiſt Church at Coate in Oxfordfoire, He died 


nett, 


perfect man and behold the upright; ” who hath 
thus walked, and in theſe reſpects given us ſo 
fair an enſample.—It is not the picture of ima- 
gination, the outlines of which I have drawn 
before you, but that of real life, which you and 
I ſo lately gazed upon, but which we now ſor- 
row for, that in the perſon of our honoured fa- 


in 1769; and a Funeral Sermon for * was He by _ | 
| Rex, Mr, om of Abingdon, | 


EE. 

nett, a former worthy paſtor of this church. He 
vas born at Exeter, in which city his father had 
been many years paſtor of the Baptiſt Church, 
before his reſidence in London. He was formed 
by nature and by grace, for that diſtinguiſhed 


figure he afterwards made. To.a wonderful : 


| ſtrength of natural faculties, vigour of imagina- - 
tion and acuteneſs of judgment, he had added, 
from his carlieſt years, that cloſe attention: to 
reflection and ſtudy, that there was ſcarcely a 
topic in ſcience or literature, in religion or even 
politics“, but he ſeemed to have inveſtiga | 
and ſo habitual was it to him to arrange his 
ideas on the different ſubjects, in a manner pe- 


dcdbuliar to himſelf, and yet quite natural, that 


when a queſtion we thought new, unuſual or 
perplexed, hath been propoſed to him, we were 
ſurprized to find that it was familiar to him, and 


\ in a few ſentences he would develope the diffi-. | 


culty, as far as a reaſonable man could expet. 
atisfaCtion ; ; for he was — of that happy 


ha What, and hw alas his benden of the politics of 
che prefent day were, may be ſeen in an excellent anonymous = 
pamphlet printed by him, about two years ago, entitled f Trp 
40 Holyhead ; a converſation founded upon fact. and improved co 
a very good purpoſe. wiſh much to Tee a ſecond edition print- 
<d, as it is the belt dcience of the Drffemers IK. n _ 
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„ 
facility of reſolving intricate matters, that con- 


: fuſion ſeemed to fly before his comprehenſive 5 
mind. His preparatory ſtudies for the miniſtry 


were paſſed under the tuition of Mr. Hubbard, 
formerly an eminent theological tutor and mini- 
| ſer at Stepney, and under that celebrated linguiſt 


Dr. Fobn Walker, then of Mile-End, afterwards 
af Homerton, whoſe ſucceſsful method of inſtruc- 
tion furniſhed ſo many diſſenting congregations, 
as well as churches in the eſtabliſhment, with 
critical and learned miniſters. His attainments. {| 


in Latin, Greek, and the Oriental tongues, and 


his knowledge of facred literature, are abundantly * 


viſible in his valuable controverſial writings, and. 
the variety of diſcourſes he hath publiſhed “. Be- 
| fides which his acquaintance with modern au- 
 thors, with what is commo ly ſtiled polite learn= 
ing, hiſtory, the conſtitution and language of his 
country—his command of words upon all occa- 


ſions, and that mellifluous art he had of putting 


them together the chaſtity of his diction—his 


fine vein of poetry (which he chiefly applied to 
religious ſubjects) that vivacity of elocution with 


* Remarks on the Chriſtian Miniſter's reaſons for adminiſter- 
ing Baptiſm by ſprinkling. —Difcourſes on Perſonal Religion 


| Domeſtig Duties— The parable of the Sower—and the Divine 


' Authority and various uſe of the Holy — 3 beſides * 
een Sermons. | 


Oy” Ex . . which - 


% 
which he 1 cheerfulneſs and entertain- 


ment of his common converſation the lively 
ſallies of his wit, which yet were never ill- na- 


| tured, pointed, or ſatirical—his conſummate 


| prudence, and power over his own temper—the | 
unaffected ge tility of his addreſs, and the po- 


liteneſs of his manners were ſo pleaſing, that Inever 


heard him ſpoken of but with admiration. He 
was bleſſed with that affability of mind, that he 


N could accommodate himſelf to the meaneſt, and 


give advice and comfort to the poor, the vulgar, 
the illiterate. In many a wretched apartment in 
this city have I been with mags he has wept © 
over the ſick and dying, and while his hand in 


private relieved them, kneeling on the bare floor 


he lifted up his cries to God for them. And yet 
if called upon, he was ſo perfectly at caſe in the 
| higher circles of life, that reſpectable perſonages, 
in honourable ſtations and of noble rank, have 
ſought and thought themſelves honoured by his 
friendſhip; all the uſe he mide of which was, 


that it gave him the greater opportunity of doing 


good]; nor was he to be deterred from, or retarded in 
this purſuit, by the attacks of obloquy and ſlan- 
der; a good conſcience in the ſight of God car- 
ried him above the reproaches of cenſorĩouſneſs 
and calumny. 


Had ; 


46939 
Had ambition, his nc 8 or 
= preferment of any kind been his objects, his own 
_ accompliſhments and large connexions opened a 
ready door to them : And what is more, he might - | 
have had preferment unenvied. I have myſelf 
heard perſons of eminence in the eſtabliſhment _ 
reegret that Dr. STENNETT was not among them; 
and add, that there is not a ſituation in that 
_ church which he was undeſerving of. But though he 
was candid to the opinions of others, a friend to 
private judgment, and a lover of good men of 
every perſuaſion, he was a Difſenter—a Diſſen- 
ter, from principle a Baptiſt;—he deſired no 
higher honour upon earth, than to be an uſeful 
Baptiſt Miniſter; and the only preferment he 
had (if 1 may call by that name, what had no 
emolument whatever) was, that in the year 1763, 
the King's College and univerſity of Aberdeen, un- 
ſolicited by him, conferred upon him the degree 
of Doctor in Divinity. But this honour did not 
elevate his mind, above what he was before. No. 
He was ftill the ſame humble chriſtian; and to 
God he had conſecrated his days, his talents, his 
ſtrength, his reputation, his all.—Called by the 
grace of God in early life, and brought to per- 
ceive that love my text ſpeaks of, he willingly 
preſented himſelf a living ſacrifice to the Lord... 
480 75 by his own father, when, en young.” 
he 


1 


1 


W became z member of this church, of which he 
was the ornament for more than My years, and 
forty ſeven of them he miniſtered to you in holy 


185 things, firſt as aſſiſtant to his father, and afterwards 


as his ſucceſſor in the paſtoral care of the church, | 
to which he was ordained in the year 1758. How 
naturally he cared for the Diſſenting intereſt was 


viſible from his aſſidueus labours for its proſpe- 


rity, and the uſe he made of his intercourſe wit 
the great, for obtaining objects of vaſt import- | 
ance towards the extenſion of religious liberty; 
for deliverance from thoſe ſhackles that were op- 
preſſive, and which might in worſe times prove an 
handle for perſecution. His judicious publica- 
tions upon that occaſion will long ſpeak for 
him“, as will the reſpect he at all times paid to 
cCach denomination, and his readineſs to ſerve 
them in eyery good work, Difference of religi- 
aus ſentiment made not the leaſt alteration in his 
behaviour. And though he might think the 
difference of that magnitude, that he durſt not 
venture his own foul upon it, ſtill he knew that 
. wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs 


„ A free and PIPER account of the firſt application of. 
the Proteftant Diſſenters to Parliament, ſor relief in the matter of 
ſubſcription, in the year 1972; and afterwards a tract upon tbe 
ſußbſeription tothe Declaration, in the year 1779» when the ape 

| plication was ſucceſsful. | | 9 5 | 
I „ 
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15 34 ) 
of God, and that bad temper, bad manners, 


and illiberal epithets, would not recommend the | 
ove of God, or the truth as it is in Jeſus: There 


was not an auſtere feature to be ſeen in his coun- 
tenance, or a ridding : accent that fell yu 


8 his lips. 


. The Baptiſt ebe * puirivcibety - 
near his heart, and his concern for it ran uni- 


 formly through his whole life. In the earlier 
part of his miniſtry he proved how well qualified 
be was, for the tuition of the younger brethren 


Intended for the miniſtry, and he was the means 


of introducing into public life ſome worthy cha- 
racters, -whoſe learning and miniſterial abilities 


were a credit to the cauſe they eſpouſed*, But 


if the diverſity of his other engagements preveiit< 


ed his continuance in that capacity, he was 
bappy whenever an opportunity offered of infu- 


ſigng inſtruction, indeed of ſaying or doing any 

thing, that might contribute to the good of that 

Profeſſion, which he judged to be neareft the plan 5 
of the ſacred ſcriptures. It was his delight to 


e dee ſence and brotherly- love, to Tr = 1 


* One of his pupils, educated in his tk and of into the 
e by his church, was the Rev. William Clarke, A. M. 


foxmerly paſtor of the Baptiſt- Church in Uricorn-Yard, South- 
wark, but more lately of that in Exeter, who died a few days 


before him. He was a man of deep reflection, _— leaming, 


_ and a moſt excellent ſpirit 


differences, 5 


-— 
f 3s 0 


- 1 or explain miſunderſtandings, at 
at any time unhappily took place in churches ot 
among miniſters.. He grudged no pains ; and 
we can all recollect repeated inſtances in which 
| God made him remarkably inſtrumental, in 
bringing ee an end. If the churches 
were in harmony, and appeared upon ſound 
principles to proſper, no man took greater ple: wy 
ſure than he did, or had more heart- felt ſorrow 

at the contrary ap earihces. eo. 

But I mean to bring the TE of hin 
nearer home, and to ſet him before you; if Ian. 
as the paſtor, of this church—this chriſtian ſo- 
ciety.. 0 my friends! what- he was, what he, 
lately was, may you and I never forget [what 
he was to the very ſhort interval between his la- 


bours and his deceaſe!—With what unwearied 


zeal he appeared in this place with what fer- 
vor and humility. he went before you, in ſuppli- 
cations to the throne of grace! With what 


dclearneſs and warmth: he opened upthe ſcriptures, 


declared the tidings of ſalvation to you, and as a 
father doth his children, exhorted, comforted, 
warned, directed you l With what ſoleminiry, 
he adminiſtered the ordinance of baptiſm to the 
greater part of you; to myſelf, to many others! 
— With what ſacred ardor-he petitioned God for 


us, when in prayer he laid hands upon us! (Me- 
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1 

thinks I can at this inſtant realize the preſſure of 
his hands, and hear the earneſtneſs of his words, 

upon that occaſion.)— With What melting pa- 

thos he ſtatedly adminiſtered to us (and in that 

place to you a month ago) the memcrials of the 

body and blood of the Lord with what em- 
phaſis, even to tears; he would en re- 

"un thoſe lines of Dr. Fo | 
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«A pardon bugs wich blood! With blood a 


«er With = divine, od bim I made my | foe - : 
it; 


| —In what a pleaſing and familiar manner, in 
your private me cetings, he expounded the word . 
_ of God to vou with what prudence he pre- 
| fided in your aſſemblies for deliberation, and 35 
how anxious he was that unanimity might Pre- | 
vail among you !—Nor muſt 1 omit how ar- 
dently he recommended charity to you, for 
the relief of indigent miniſters; what pride 
(if I may fo ſpeak) he would take, if you 
excelled in that duty; nor how much his 
heart was drawn out, to the dear children who 
attend worſhip in this place, and whom he ad- 
dreſſed, publickly and more privately, as thoſe - 
that he hoped would be the future ſeed of the 
Church, and ripen to the glory of God, when 
the preſent generation hath left the world !— 
Wit what — did POET as long and as 


olten 


1 pathy and help in your afflictions; and how 


6 370 
üs de was is Able; viſit you, and i impart mz 


frank; open and acceſſible was he at all ſeaſons, 
when his advice br aſſiſtance was "ſought ! 
With what) faithfulneſs, yet meekneſs, did he 
even rebuke where neceſſary; and how glad was 
he to reſtore the anſertled or reclaim the wander 
ing !—Ye ktiow and God alfo, after what manner” 
| he was with you, and how he kept back no- 
thing that was profitable, but ſhewed you and 
taught you, publickly and from houſe to houſe, 
teſtifying. repentance towards God, and faith to- 


wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: | 
As an huſband, a father, and maſter of a fa 


wily, he was Alike upright and exemplaryß. : 


United in marriage with one of the beſt of wo- 
men, they lived together in the cloſeſt and moſt 
uninterrupted affection, for more than forty 


years: She was an unaffected picture of piety, _ 


and good-nafure and he walked with her as an 
heir of the grace of life; till about five months 
ago, the ſtepped « out of life a little before him, 
that ſhe might as it were meet him, and welcome 
him to glory. The acknowledgement of God in 
their family met with ample reward. The tender 
love and chriſtian ſolicitude they bore towards 
theit children was returned with reciprocal af- 


x N and they had the happineſs of ſeeing them. | 
E . . 


5 8 N », 
| ibs Had. 
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walkin the ways of God, and che fon a preache? 


of the goſpel. The concern they ſhewed for the 
domeſtics of their family, for their ſpiritual good 


eſpecially, was ſuch 8s I truſt will not be forgor 


by'them. Some of us can look back upon thoſe 
pleaſing inſtances, in which God hath bleſſed it 
for their converſion and ſalvation; particularly 
that affecting church- meeting in which one of 
Dr. STENNETT: s ſervants told, us, haw a check 
Was given to the choughtleſſneſs of his youth, 


and his reſolutions for fin, at his maſter's family- | 
'_ worſhip; and how, born again in his maſter's 


houſe, he was brought into the road to Zion. 
You heard in fitence and in tears, and your 


hearts praifed God ®. Nor were his endeavours 


confined. to his own family, the whole neigh- 


5 bourhood ſhared in them, and E have heard of 
te good effects of the very laſt ſermon he 
1 preached at gc. l, 8 | 


But that which diffaſed vigor and animation 
through all the reſt, was his character as a man 


85 a Chriſtian, He ſet the Lord be e him— 


neſt N of an, 3 ember "the, boy's aunt, took, 


= family, and. "who. afterwafe Ss Proyed a very. . godly... 


The, Chi rch . aalen with reſpect the name of 


4 % 


had habitual elevupſs to Pipes Private ab 
tmenral—and walked with God —Ofter hath he 
told me the inward workings ; of his mind, Which 
fhewed how deeply he had etitered into the ſpirit 
of experimental religion, ind 6 on "this head, where 
he was intimate he would aſtoniſh, Much of it 
triuſt have been ſeen” alſo in his preaching and 
in bis behaviour 3 Peres that diſfinterefledneſs, 
i he could do cem 186d —that patient fib= 
miſſion tothe divine will in a Variety of try in 
Afflictions, and none more trying than the diſto- 
hition of 4 long and moſt affeCtionare © Connexion, 
by che death of his wife ;—that . A 
| injuries,” and dif) ofition to put the beſt con 
ſtruction upon the actions of other ople ;; — 
_ abkorrente of evil ſpeaking, that as it was 
mtmöftly remark Ked'of Mrs. Srruskrr. chat ec no 
- 6iit heard her ſpeak evil of a any body, how- 
ever bad,“ ſo' if the Doctor heard any ons 
fpöken evil of he would reply, ee Well, ſee now 
« if you can't tell ſomething good of that Pere 
e 6h. „hut I beg pardon.—I muff haſten to 
; the coneliding ſcene of his life. 
Tue déath of Mrs. Sn dr FR a, 
Preſaged his on removal from us. HE wag! 
ſubmilive © to the ſupreine diſp hal; 1 Ee, not 
| appear t to have any further regard for Rving in 
| - 0 + : this 


. 


9 


"+ ; 


| this world, or to think of his long continuance 


\ in it. All his talk ſeemed to be a repetition of 
5 theſe words, « The time of my departure is at 


0 hand. "= The duties of his miniſtry indeed he 
went to with redoubled diligence, as if aware 
that the night was coming when he could no 
longer work; and he was hardly with-held from 
thoſe ſuper- abundant exerciſes, that muſt have 
been immediately detrimental to his health. 
His retirements were chiefly ſpent in medita- . 
tions on the bible; in which alſo he indulged 


his taſte for poetry, as ſome admirable ſpeci- 
mens he has left behind him demonſtrate. His 


converſation and prayers were particularly ſpi- 
= ritual, and you. will long retain'the ſavour of the 
two laſt diſcourſes he preached in this pulpit. 
"The firſt, on Chriſt as an High-Prieſt that is 
% touched with the feeling of our infirmities,” 
was the refult of his meditations during a 
leepleſs night the preceding week; but a night 
ſo comfortable as, he confeſſed, he had never 
before enjoyed in his life. The perſect know- 
ledge the Lord Jeſus had of his wants—the 
tender care he exerciſes, and the ſufferings he 
ſo freely underwent, were his aſtoniſhment. 
None who knew Dr. STENNETT could ſuſpect 
him to be deficient, in exalted ſentiments of 
the — yet all he had before conceived ' 
„ 54 rol; and 


| + 3 5 
725 Poe preached of him, appeared ſmall a 


to what he then experienced; and hence he ex. | 


horted you, to © come boldly to the throne of 


* grace, that you might obtain mercy, and find 


ce © grace to help in time of need *.” —Illneſs and 


death prevented his return to you; but he 


deſired a friend to tell you, that he loved you 
« all in the Lord, and that the truths he had 


* & preached were his alone conſolation in the hour 


„ of death.” The temper and comfort of his 


. . mind in his illneſs, were diſcovered by ſeveral 


little incidents which cannot bup be pleaſing to 


TT you who had ſuch a value for him. Before he 


confined to his bed he prayed one evening 
in his family, in a manner that deeply impreſſed 
all preſent, «© that: God might give an eaſy 
« paſſage out of life; and God granted him 
that which he requeſted. Some vinegar and 


_-* other ingredients being given him as a gargle 
for his throat, he ſaid, with great emotion, 


which ſhewed his thoughts to be directed 
towards Jeſus, ©. And in his thirſt they 
* gave him vinegar to drink. O! when I refle&- 
«« upon the ſufferings of Chriſt, I am ready to 
„ ſay, what have I been thinking of all my 
« life? They are now my only ſupport;” and 
he added, reſpecting thoſe tenets that would de- 
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PRE Chriſt's EA andatonement,* What hou 1d 
* J do now, if I had only ſuch opinions to ſup- 


5. ip port me“? — Taking his daughter by the 
; hand he faid, *« Wherefore he is able to ſave to 


* the uttermoſt, all them that come unto 


by him: He is able to keep that which I have | 


committed unto him againſt that day.” To 


the kind enquiries of a friend he anſwered, 


& Here I. am, caſt down but not deſtroyed ;”” 
And upon another occaſion repeated a verſe of 
the charming hymn he had pp man paſs 
and which was printed I T: 


a Father at thy call I coder 

In thy boſom there is rom 
For a guilty ſoul to hide, 
Preſv*d' wich gnief on every fide. 


* „ Dr. Priefiley by namè; and I think it er f 
very highly in favour of the doctrines of our Lord's Deity 


add atonement, and of his free and efficacious grace, that Dr. 


Srruxxbr, a man of ſtiong natural parts, a cool and dif. 
paſſionate” reaſoner; - and” who none that knew hit wood? 


__ _ charg@-with isnoranee or enthnftafi, believed in and avowed* 
5 thoſe doctrines in his life, and gave fo explicit a teſtimony to 


their uſefulneſs and importance, when fleſh and heart faited, 
and he viewed himſelf as going to appear before God the Judge 


of a If Dy. Prieſtley ſhoultt ever lee this bote Win r 5 
de duly weigbed, as he all mut de. 5 
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D his ol who o (at that time very itt arty 


came to ſee him, he faid, My ſon, God bach 
done great things for us. He is very gracioug 
cento us. I cat feave myſelfant my family with 
9 him. In ſhort, every little ſpeech he utter=* 

ed indicate the invariable frame of his minds” 
that he was happy i in God, and that the x grounds h 
of his happineſs was the love of God, in ig ; 
down his life for us. © Other fbundation as he 
expreſſtd it with vehemence, ! can no man lay, 


than that is laid, which is Jefus Chriſt.” THE 


powers of expreſſion were taken from him, a fer 
hours before his departure; but he went off in a 
tranquil and eaſy manner. He fall, as did his 
partner before him, quietly aſleep in Jeſus, and 5 
when Chriſt ſnall come again they alſo ſhall come 
with him. OT bleſſed are the dead which die. 
« inthe Eord that they may reſt from their la-, 
_«: bours; and their works do. follow them!” 
* will excuſe the length of this diſcourſe, as > 
it is che laſt tribute of reſpect I can pay him, 
who ſhewed me ſo much; and theſe lively evi- 
deènces of what he was to the. laſt, could not. 
without injuſtice to the world be ſuppreſſed.— = 
& conclude with a ſhort addreſs, to the family" ) 
the church—and the congregation in general. 
My dear friends, the family of the deceaſed, : 
y9u. eeply feel his removal and abſence from 


yOu, 


you, and chat this MG 1 is 4 gens ſhock; before 
tte p pain of the former was afſuaged. But 1 hop. 9 
it Will in time reconcile you. to both to reflect, 
| that your father and mother were not taken from 
vou in helpleſs infancy, or before you were able 
to act for yourſelves; that while) you ſaw many « or- 
Phans around you deprived of their chief ſuccour, 5 
your's lived; and that for ſo many years vou en- _ 
joyed their cares, their counſels, their examples, XN 
their prayers. Your ſorrows therefore will, I truſt, 
| properly impreſs you, with the uſefulneſs of re- 
collecting che piety of "both, and eſpecially, your.. | 
father's wiſe inſtructions, and the triumphant 
| atteſtation he gave to them i in his lateſt moments. 
And you, my brother in the miniſtry, will 1 55 
hope bear upon your heart, how deeply your ſpie, 
rituality, and acceptableneſs as a miniſter of. 
Chriſt, affected your father qo ſoul. May vou 
ſtudy Chriſt more and more, have an extenſive. 
acquaintance with him and the methods of hie . 
grace, and as a preacher of the truth, be a Aa zea- 
lous follower of a venerable liſt of anceſtors, who . 
ſhine in the pages of hiſtory—and more, who 
ſhine i in the annals of eternity, as champions for 81 
Chriſt ang free 2 the beſt of conſi- 


work of the Lord, thi 0 our reed 5 
Nr © — 


bg 
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offbfled what will be repurtd at laſt the 91 53 
auge: that we are deſcended from thoſe wor- 
| thies who were famous for their firm attachment 
| to the goſpel, who laboured and who ſuffered 
mo re abundantly, who! in effect laid down their 
lives in the cauſe of Jeſus, who, valiant for the 
truth, fought the good fight, who finiſhed their 
courſe, and who, endure what they might, kept 
the faith. May we follow them even as .they 
followed Chriſt, and be ſtedfaſt, _unmoveable, 
always abounding i in the work of the Lord, for- ; 
5 aſmuch as we know that our labour ſhall not be 8 
in vain in the Lord. 88 
Tou, my friends of this CK Phe 
me, that 1 ſincerely | weep with you on your pre- — 
ſent bereavement. But I need not remind vou 
chat the chief Shepherd lives, and that gifts as 
well as grace are in his hands. To him I doubt | 
= not your eyes are directed, and upon him i it will | 
be your wiſdom patiently to wait. Humble 
« yourſelves under the mighty hand of God. | 
a" that i in due time he may lift you up“. 1 "The . 
mutual affection between you and your late paſ- 
tor, will move you to ſhew reſpect to his ſurvi- 
ving family, as if he were preſent with you; and 85 


that concern he had for your peace and welfare 
| will 1 trad be dert PI 5915 and | ſpeak to 


16] 


you now he is dead, Finally brethren far well, | 
ebe perfect, be of good comfort, be o one 
«c mind, live 1 in peace, and the God of love and 
2X peace ſhall be with you“.“ May God bleſt 
you, and his love cement your fouls together, j in 
Chriſt Jeſus! 33 
And now, what all T ſay: to the congregation - 
| IE A attended on the miniſtry of gur late ho- 
noured father? 1 hope there are ſome of you that 
4” Have not only heard, but underſtood-whar he ſe 
pathetically \ſpake unto you. My heart 8 deſire 
is, that; you. may be inclined to follow his advice, 
Sd may encourage his church, by giving your- 
ſelves up to God, and to his people by the will 
of God. —But do I Not ſpeak t to others, who have - 
hitherto bid defiance to every admonition urged ” 
| upon tl them? Whoſe hearts are ſtili hardened, in 
unbelief, and contempt. of the great Aerion re | 
85 h! what will ye do, if after all the glowing 
| leſcriptions and moving exhortations you havg 
| heard, you remain loſt in impenitence and fin? 
—How will ye ſtand, if Dr. STenxerT appear a 
| witneſs againſt you, in the great day of account? 7. 
—O!. may you who, now forget God awake, and | 
conſider theſe things, left he tear you in pieces | 
e be none to deliver. Death will ſhortly, 
rk ta you. more forcibly than I. can, or thay 2 
2 Cor. xiii. Us 2 


| Dr. 
you 


ta) 


Dr. STENNETT did. He will "2 « Duſt thou 

ce art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return,” - He 
will n you to the tribunal of the Moſt 
High, and fix your abode finally and for ever. 
May God make you wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
faith that i is in Chriſt Jeſus Let us now direct 
our cries to him. Help, Lord! for the godly 
c manceaſeth, for the faithful fail from among the 
« children of men. May the mantle of Elijah 
anda double portion of his ſpirit, reſt upon Eli- 
ſha! And may the church Li *. eee 
and built up? Amen ad en 


Ax HYMN F conte d by I Ds. Srexyere, and 


- 0g after the Sermon. 
| v1 toon tw wo, 
Aw. have I, Cimasr, no love th ive; 
No paſſion for thy charms? ? 


_ 5 No wiſh my Saviou'sfice to em, 


And dwell within his arms? 

| | . II. 5 4 3 1 | 2 11 : 34 * 0 , . 8 = 
Is there no ſpark of gratitude, e. 

In this cold heart of mine, - 


To Him whoſe generous boſom glow q 


With Fiendlip all divine? 
„ 
Can I pronounce his charming name, ; 
His acts of kindneſs tell; 


; And while I dwell upon, the theme, 


- 
— % 


No ſweet. emotion feel? 
TV. 


Such baſe ingratitude as i T7 


What heart but muſt deteſt ! 
Rare CHRIST deſerves the nobleſ APs : 
In every human breaſt, . 


"T 


A very wretch, Lord, I ſhould prove, 


Had I nolove to thee; | 
Rather than not my SAviouR Jove, 
O may . ceaſe to be! [ : | 
; Tas. 
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INTERAMENT: 


AT: — — of 1 Feſus OY - nd at © 
this grave my tender feelings are uncom- 
monly ſtrong: not only becauſe of that high 
eſteem which I had for my ſenior Brother, whoſe 


corpſe we have now committed to the ſilent ſe- 


pulchre; but alſo on account of my having ſo 
recently ſtood here, to addreſs my fellow mortals 


at the funeral of his dear, deceaſed Wife *. But, 


whether our ſerious impreſſions. be acute, or lan- 
: guid, we ſhould endeayour to improve: the af. 5 


— . * Mrs, 8 sraursrr died March 16, 1795. . 
79 To . TE: | 


fecting 


A 0 Y 
fecting event which has called d us rogerher” by 
. 1 a few minutes in ſuitable reflections. 
> That each of us muſt die, we all admit ; and 
| = the time of our exit is quite uncertain, we 
15 t deny. Of this uncertainty we are daily . 
remi inded. by thoſe events which are taking place. 
How often are one and another cut off by 4 ſud- 
den ſtroke! to which we, who are now healthy 
and vigorous, are equally liable. On this un- 
certainty of life, therefore, it is our wiſdom, our 
duty, and our advantage, frequently to 'meditatey— 

_ ardently praying, that we may be ready for death 
At any moment, and found of the Lord i in peace. 
Ihe great ſolemnity which muſt attand out 

approaching deceaſe, whenever it comes, very 

loudly demands our ſerious attention. We are 
frequently, indeed, while poſſeſſed of health and 
eaſe, in a folemn ſituation. Thus it is, for in- | 
| . ance, whenever, in holy worſhip, we approach 
the univerſal Sovereign: for cur God, with regard 

do his purity, his jealouſy, and his juſtice, is a 

conſuming fire. They, therefore, who ſerve him 
acceptably, treat him with reverence. But 
ben, in religious worſhip, there is no ſolem- 

| nity, there is no reverence; and whete there i is 
no reverence of the Divine Majeſty, there can 

dee no devotion.— Then alſo do we feel ourſelves 
in ſolemn ſituation, when a fellow mortal ex- | 
5 Pires 
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pires before: our eyes: and, even at the proſent : 


inſtant, our circumſtances are very ſolemn. For 


here we have, not only the /gaping tomb, the 


coffin, and the corpſe, of our deceaſed Brother; 


but we are ſurrounded with multitudes of tombs, 


of coffins, and of corpſes. We are, if I may ſo 


| ſpeak, in Golpothe ; the place of ſkulls. We tread 
on human duft, and are incompaſſed with all the 


gloomy apparatus of death. A deeply ſerious 
turn of mind, therefore, muft become our pre- 


ſent circumſtances. The folemnity attending N 
| theſe different ſituations, however, docs not come 


home to our boſoms, does not penetrate the foul, -. 
equally with that which, we have reaſon to ap- 


prehend, will be experienced, on the near 1 x 
_ proach of our own diffolution: provided we 
have, in our concluding moments, the powers of 


reaſon in their proper exerciſe. For who can 5 
feel himſelf near to the laſt pangs of expiring na- 
ture, without a peculiar degree of ſolemnity? 


Who can conſider fimſelf as juſt entering the = 
world df ſpirits, and into an untried ſtate of ex- 


iſtence, without feeling himſelf pervaded with 
ſolemnity? Who can perceive himſelf actually 


leaving all terreſtrial things, and launching into =, 


a2 boundleſs eternity, without having the moſt 
ſolemn ſenſe of entire dependence on God, 3 


vleſſedneſs and for being, penetrating bis very 


EEE : 37 | foul? | 


TS 1 
Foul? 1 theſe things awalt-us, it FRY 
be rational, it muſt be wiſe, it muſt be am arti- 
cle of indiſpenſable duty, frequently, in our 
meditations, to anticipate theſe furure events, and 
> gy ſeek to be ready for them. Sw 24 © 
On the extremely important conſequences = 
e ought, in a particular manner, to re- 
flect. Death deſtroꝝs, all our domeſtic: and civil 
| relations. Death, for a time, diſſolves that | 
| myſterious union. which, in the preſent ſtate, ſub- 
uſts between the ſoul and. the body. Death 
tranſmits the immortal ſpirit into the inviſible „ 
world; and reduces the body to a deformed maſs | 
15 of ſenſeleſs matter. When death has taken place 
on a fellow creature, his final ſtate is fixed. 
2 either. i in happineſs, or in miſery. that; 1 incon- 
ceivable and everlaſting. Ait 4570-6; 
Nor ſhould ve forget, that Gearh43 TR \ effec. 
of fin, an appointment of God, and the,ftrongeſt- 
| expreſſion. of divine juſtice, that is viſible to us 
in the--preſe: flare. Sin entered into the 
KL world, and death by ſin. - appointed for 
SIS men once to die. This av ful appointment 
was 1 8 to man, immediately after his 
apoſtaſy.' Duſt thou art, and to duſt ſhalt 
c thou = was part of the ſentence. pro- 
. nounced by the Supreme on our firſt offending 
father, Death ought not, therefore, to be con- 


adered 
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Aderetas due to iche bot, detached n the. 
bleffi ngs of redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
moſt awful viſible effect of the divine curſe, and 
as the arreſt of eternal juſtice. Such is the re- 
preſentation which is given of death by inſpired 
Vriters: and had it not been for ſovereign mer- 
Ee revealed in atoning blood, it could never 
have been juſtly viewed in a more favourable 
point of light. So depraved and guilty, ſo polz 
luted and wretched is man, as deſcended: from 
the original parents of our ſpecies; that, had 
not God, by the gift and the death of his own 
| incarnate Son, commended his love'to ſinners, the 
whole buen roce muſt have been involved in 


inal ruin. 8 


4 *.4 * 


But, though all haue fined, and: "hilt 82 


deſerve to periſh; there is redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt; which redemption, revealed in the word 
of grace, is a foundation of hope for the vileſt; 

Though the vicarious work of Jeſus, and the re- 


generating energy of the Holy Spirit, do not 


| ſecure believers from temporal death; yet, as 

by the⸗ former, they ate furniſhed ith pardon 
and peace ; and as, by the latter, their hearts 
receive an heavenly turn, being fitted for com- 
; munion with God; ſo they have a ſolid founda- 


tion tor r hope of od _ . | 
i "Raney 


* 
4 


664 


| Remarkably . of divine authority, 90 . 
exceedingly rich with divine grace, is the lan- 
guage of our adorable Jeſus, when he ſays: *© 1 
« am the reſurrection, and the life. He that 
| © believeth in we, though he were dead, yet 

„ Mall he live: and een liveth and be- 
e lieveth in me ſhall never die.” Delightful, : 


glorious truths! That bleſſed book, the Bible, 


opens a door of hope, and a proſpect of happi - 
neſs beyond the grave, for the guilty and the 
wretched. Ves, the glorious goſpel of the 

e blefled God,” reveals a Saviour for the chief . 
of finners—a Saviour, whoſe atoning blood is 
equal to all our guilt; whoſe mediation is com- 

: menſurate to all our wants; and whoſe grace 
' abounds over all our unworthineſs. Complete 
proviſion is therefore made, for the confidence, - 
the hope, and the peace of real Caniſtipns, even 
in a dying hour. 

With theſe e truths and hicſnge, 


iÞ our deceaſed Brother was well acquainted. Hav- 


ing, as a guilty creature, fled for refuge to the 
hape ſer before him” in the gracious goſpel; 
. having believed in Jeſus Chriſt, as the Juſti- = 
fer of the ungodly;” he made them, for a 


cCourſe of years, the capital ſubje& of his public 


miniſtry and on them he delighted to converſe, 
in bus privuce intercqueſe with Chriftian friends. 


\ * 


Fr 


By theſe evangelical truths his hope was firmly 
| Tupported in the near proſpect. of diſſolution. 
Theſe truths, warm on his heart, rendered him 
| ſuperior to the fears of death, and jo the painful 


appfehenſions of eternal judgment. Ta the ad- 


mirable excellence of theſe truths he bore the 
moſt explicit and unequi vocal teſtimony, when 
on the bed of death; by which his relatives, do- 


meſtics, and Chriſtian friends, were encouragetl 5 


comforted, and edi fied. 
Of Socinian ſentiments he, on the contrary, 
avowed his deteſtation; as of principles which 
muſt, in that ſituation, have abandoned him to 
| keen diſtreſs, and to the horrors of dark deſpair. 


Nor can It be otherwiſe, when on a death- bed, I 
with any one that knows the purity of God, and 


the intrinſic evil of fin. For then, fecling him 
| ſelf to be guilty, polluted, and worthleſs, he 

muſt either depend on ſovereign grace, as mani- 
feſted in the redemption of Chriſt, or ſink in. 
deſpondency. Then, how uſeful ſoever his life 


may have been; and though, as to the general 


courſe of his conduct, he poſſeſs the teſtimony 


af a good conſcience; yet, knowing himſelf to 


be guilty before God, he will have recourſe to 5 


ſovereign mercy; he will plead the blood of 
atonement; and aſcribe his whole ſalvation to 
that © grace which reigns through righteouſ- 


ce neſs, to eternal life, by 85 Chriſt our Lord.“ : 5 
| EA = ons Now, 


— 
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going facts, cannot but greatly alleviate the 


ſorrow of the children, the relatives, and the 


. church, of our departed Brother; fo they, being 
all deprived of his public miniſtry and private 
advice, of his ardent prayers and his affectionate 
care for their happineſs; are bound to Fonfider 
the ſolemn event as a call from God to ſelf- 
examination, to an improvement of time, and 
- to ſpiritual mindedneſs, | I 
As to you, my Brother, and your Cs 
Sifter, the ſon and the daughter of our dear, de 
parted Friend; your filial feelings, on this occa- 
ſion, muſt be ſtrong. But, though deprived of 
both your honoured and affectionate Parents in 
the courſe of a few months, the workings of your 
* tender paſſions do not, I truſt, exceed the bounds 
of dutiful ſubmiſſion to the divine will. „Re 


thankful for the reaſons you have to conclude 


that each of them ſleeps in Jeſus: and, ſo far as 
they followed Chriſt, diligently imitate their : 
example. Make it your principal care to glo- 
rify God, by living devoted to Him whom your 
Parents loved; whom your Father preached; and 
in the faith of whom he was rendered ſo com- 
N fortable in the near proſpect of diſſolution.— 
You, I ruſt, my junior Brother, have learned 
* 5 


Now, as a 8 reflection on the * Th 


9 5 5 67 „ | 6 
1 5 ſometking from your Father" $ Gab he thay 88 

uill be of advantage to you in future life, not 
only as a Chriſtian, but alſo as a Miniſter. Hav- 
ing heard from his lips of what incomparable 
worth Jeſus Chriſt is to a dying believer, and of 
what vaſt importance an experimental knowledge 
of evangelical truth is to a departing ſaint; you 
have an additional motive, as grace may enable 
and providence give opportunity, to live by 


faith on Chriſt, as your atoning ſacrifice; t 


preach Chriſt, as the great ſubject of a 
truth; and to be his Jeyored ſervant, as the Lord 
of conſcience—the Lord of the world—and the 
Object of ſupreme affection. Thus living upon 
Chriſt, and being thus devoted to him, there is 
| reaſon to expect, that your own death-bed ſhall * 
be calm and peaceful, as was that of your ho- 
noured Father. May a double portion of his 
gifts and graces reſt upon you! 
Io you, the members of that Chriſtian chill 
of which our deceaſed Friend had the paſtoral 
care, I would ſay; Study to ſhew the improve- 


z ment which, through a divine bleſſing, you have 22 | 


derived from his miniſtry. This improvement 
muſt be manifeſted, not by loud encomiums on 


HS his gifts and graces, his learning and reſpecta- 
pility; ; but, by your ſteady adherence to the 


truths 


#) 


Truths he FP to purity of divine wor- 
ſhip, and to regular diſcipline—By each con- 


ſcientiouſly filling up his place in ſeaſons of 
| public devotion — By watching over one an- 
other with prudent, Chriſtian affe&ion — By 
walking together in love and peace — By zeal 
for God, benevolence to man, and heavenly- 


mindednefs. Theſe, Brethren, are the evidences | 
by which you muſt prove, that the labours 
of your deceaſed Paſtor have been really uſe- 


ful: for it is by theſe, and ſimilar virtues, 


that any of us * adorn the doctrine of God 


© our Saviour. 25 


Jo us, alfo, who Ri the miniſterial cha, | 
racter, this event is big with important admo- - 


_ nition. At this tomb we are loudly admoniſhed, 


to pay a ſpecial regard to the ſtate of our own 


hearts, reſpecting evangelical truth, religious 


duty, and heavenly things — To cultivate a 
| growing acquaintance with Chriſt; with the 
85 4 characters he bears, the work he'perforths, the 
bleſſings he beſtows, and the laws of his king- 
dom Earneſtly to ſeek ſpiritual- mindedneſs, | 
and the anticipations of heavenly blifs—And to 


| converſe much with our own approaching de- 


ceaſe. For we alſo muſt die; we alſo muſt + 
come to judgment : and RE our appearance, 


when 
TE | 


0 3 3 
| OE. performing public ſervice, were ever > | 
reſpectable in the eyes men; yet, if we deceive 
our own ſouls, if we be damned, our caſe will 
be ſhocking indeed! Were ſuch the dreadful 
iſſue of our miniſterial courſe, we might, per- 
haps, among all the miſerable millions, be 
claſſed with the moſt wretched characters in 


bell. Frequently, my Brethren, have ſelf- re- = 2 
flection and obſervation cauſed me to ſuſpect, 
| that no profeſſors of the real goſpel have more need 


to guard againſt ſelf · deception, than thoſe who 


preach it. For there is extreme danger, of our 


not being careful to exerciſe devout affections as 
Chriſtians, while we employ our gifts as Mi- 


| Niſters—Of our praying, preaching, and admi- 


employment; without feeling our own intereſt 1 


in theſe means of religious improvement, and 
without ſavouring the edifying truths exhibited 


to others. This being habitually the caſe, we are, * TY 


in the eſtimate of Chriſt, not pillars in his 
_ temple; nor living ſtones in the ſpiritual edi- 
fice; but the mere ſcaffolding of his houſe; 
having only. an exterior and temporary con- 
nection with it. Or, in the language of Paul, 


” Soulding braſs, and tinkling cymbals. Often, 


when meditating on this important ſubject, have 


. the | 
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the 1 apoſtolic ſayings occurred to my 


recollection : * All ſeek their own, not the 


things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. . My brethren, 


* be not many teachers ”, knowing that we mall 
E receive the greater condemnation. Except 


our hearts be right with God; except they have 
an heavenly turn; of whatever uſe, through a 
divine bleſſing, our miniſtry may be to others 


our own profeſſi ion is vain. hoe % The longer-L live, 


the more certain I am, that all pretences to 
piety, without ſpiritual=mindedneſs;ware of no 
worth; and the more am ö how little 


of that holy affection J poſſeſs. nn 
By this event we are further bee to 


diligence) in our” proſeſſional ſtudies and labours: 


ot that we may ſhine as orators and as critics; 


not that, by learning and eloquence, we may ob- 
tain the applauſe of men: but that by mani» 


i feſtation of the truth, we may commend 
5 ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight | 
of God' — That we may, in a ſcriptural 


manner, warn our fellow- creatures * to flee frem 
the wrath to come—beſcech them to be 
* xeconciled to God”'—cxhibit the all- ſufficiency 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſuperabundance of di- 
vine grace, to the chief of finners—cndeavour 


E . = bs 1 5 j 8 0 ; 4 f 7 Y 4 * 0 
* 3 * Aqaczato, James iii. 1. | 
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to ediſy believers “on their bolt K bei klk — 


to the utmoſt of our ability * declate:rhd:whots 


* counſel of God” that we may «< finiſh out | 
« courſe: with joy! and, usch receive the 


; ne of our divine Lord. A m 
To conclude: As many, in this dcn 


it is highly probable; are yet in their lins—many, 


in whom their hateful -Gepraviry _ and on 
whom their enbrmous guilt abides; I would, at 
the mouth of this tomb, and in the moſt carneſt 
manner, intreat them to conſider their ways ; to 
examine their Nate ; and tb fegard chat proviſion 
which grace has made for thoſe who!.deſerve 
damnation: To what purpoſe are you called 


Chriſtians, while. you: believe nat in Chriſt : i 


bear not his image; delight not in his ways! 
and think little about him? Why talk of hoping 


for heaven; while the happineſs of that ſtate, ä 


and the way to enjoy it, make no part of your 
buſineſs, nor have any ſhare in your affections, 
your cares, or your purſuits? Is any one, think 
you, while ignorant of Chriſt, diſaffected to God, 


and averſe from the way of holineſs, likely to be 


ä everlaſtingly happy in the divine Preſence? 


What! are ye who live without ſecret prayer, 
without ſelf-examination, without any degree of 


holy intercourſe with God, in the way to hea. 
+ | | Wo - ven? 


; 


a3” 
ven? Deceive not yourſelves: for, verily, © ye 
 ** muſt be born again,” or ”w cannot enter the 8 
kingdom of heaven. : 
Among my fellow-mortals of this careleſs PR 
racer, there afe, it may be, a few individuals + 
who ſtatedly attended the miniſtry of our de- 
ceaſed Brother. But if fo, they muſt frequently 
have heard him deſcribe, in a very pathetic 
manner, the horrible ſituation. of finners who 
die in their enmity to the government and grace 
of God. What, then, do you think of pours 
ſelves, or what ſhall I ſay to you? Are you in | ö 
the youthful ſtage of life, and promiſing your- MF 
ſelves much pleaſure in a courſe of diſſipation? 
I will ſay, with Solomon; “ Rejoice, O ee. 55 
e man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer 7 
. thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in the ſight of 
. thine eyes: but, know thou, that for all theſe. 
8 things God will bring thee into judgment. 
Are you ſtriving to obtain, or. do you already 
poſſeſs, what is called an independent fortune? 
Dio you congratulate yourſelves on being ſuc- 
1 ceſsful in buſineſs, and on that eaſe of affluence 
in which you ſhall ſpend the many remaining 
years of your lives? I will, making ſome alte- 
Fation, fay with our Lord, in the . e 
; IO * fools} 


1 63 _ ; 
#6 - fools} this day may your ſouls be required of 
you. Are you hoary with years, and, though 
labouring under a load of infirmities, forgetful 
ot death? I will fay with Iſaiah ; * The ſinner 
being an hundred years old ſhall be ac- 


i curſed.”—Are you in low, laborious life ; ex» 


tremely illiterate, and very ignorant? Are you 


pleaſing yourſelves with ſuppoſing, that religi - 


ous knowledge, and the exerciſes of daily de- 


votion, are not required of perſons in your __ 


tation? I will again fay with Iſaiah; It is 


<1 people of no underſtanding. therefore he 
that made them will not have. mercy: on them, 
<« and he that formed them-will ſhew them no 


| « favour.” Are you ſeeking juſtification before 
God by your own righteouſneſs? 2 I will my with 


Paul; * As many as are of the works of the 


e lay are under the curſe To him that wark- 
<« eth not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth . 


© the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 


aouſneſs. Are you pleaſing yourſelves with 
ſound not ions of evangelical truth, and of ſa- 
cred ordinances ; While habitually deſtitute 5 
integrity, of benevolence, of chaſtity, or of tem- 
| perance?. Iwill fay, with one and another of 


the Apoſtles; © Faith without works is dead 
9 68 The devils believe '—Ye 4 * are the enemies 
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7 of the croſs of Chriſt. „Are you, finally, in 
à ſtate of unbelief; having all your lives neg- 
lected the great ſalvation? I will ſay, with in- 

EY. teachers; © The wrath of God,” revealed 


"the curſe of the law, © abideth on you 
« How ſhall you eſcape ?” But, bleſſed bGod, 


< there is forgiveneſs with him, that he may be 
< feared.” ne, | 
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THE END. 
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